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AT EXETER HALL. 


‘“*Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe; for there is no difference."—Romans iii. 22. 


Wuart a book the Bible is. How great its value ; and of what various kinds 
is its value made up. To these very scriptures we are indebted for the only 
rational account of the formation of man, of the origin of evil, and of the 
peopling of the world. The Bible makes us acquainted with events far more 
remote than the most authentic of profane historians give us any account of. 
Yhe Bible, moreover, unfolds tous the only satisfactory account of the being 
of a God ; of his nature, of his essence, of his attributes, of his will, of his 
government, and of his providence. ‘To the scriptures we are indebted for a 
system of morals far simpler than that of Aristotle, far purer than that of 
Plato, far more spiritual than that of Seneca—pure as the Graces around the 
throne of God in heaven ;—a theory of morals compared with which all the 
theories of morals elaborated in the groves and academies of the ancient world 
are but as the lispings of infancy, or the drivelling of idiotcy. On all these ac- 
counts the Bible is the book for man; the very book for him—*a light to his 
feet and a lamp unto his path.’’ But on none of these accounts, taken singly, 
nor on all of them, taken together, does the chief value of the Bible depend ; 
the glory of the book, the charm of the volume, the special glory of these 
scriptures is, that they contain a revelation of the mercy of God to guilty 
man, that they answer that all-important and transcendent question—* What 
must Ido to be saved?” They give aclear, full, unequivocal, intelligible, 
perfect answer to that great question, “ What must 1 do to be saved?” and 


thus stamps the book with a unique, extraordinary, and transcendent value. 


It is comparatively of no use for a man to be learned in the history of the 
scriptures, in the scholarship of the scriptures, in the criticism of the Scrip- 
tures, in the morals of the scriptures ; if he remains unacquainted with, and 
unimpressed by that divine method of righteousness, that plan of justification 
which it is the specific object of the Bible to unfold, unwrap, unlock, set 
home, and apply. To none other of the writings of the Bible are we more 
indebted than to those of the Apostle Paul; all the writings of this man call 
for attention, and will well repay the profoundest and most intense applica- 
tion. On his faculties lay the dew of Hermon, on his lip lay the fire of heaven - 
he was a wise master builder, and well he laid the foundation ; and “other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

There was a home-striking nervousness about Paul, a melting of tender- 
ness, 2 soaring to a sublimity of which art never knew, None of the writings 
of Paul are more valuable than the Epistle to the Romans just because F 
this Epistle we have the cl.arest statement and the fullest vindication of 
Ged’s method of righteousness— 

*“O how unlike the complex work of man 
Is God's almighty simple saving plan.” : 
And that “simple saving plan” is presented in this Epistle, is arened ; ; 
epistle, is afirmed 1n this epistle, is exhibited in this eyistle, with a rode ae 
ness of power and clearness, so that he who runs may read, 5 

My brethren, my fellow-countrymen, the need of a method of ri 
has its origin in the simple but startling fact, that man has sinned. God 
gave to man a law, a law eminently fitted for man ; a law the very tianseri t 
of the lawgiver’s will. My brethren, my fellow-countrymen man was andes 
the strongest obligation to have kept that law ; but man has broleon it—you— 
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I—wr—ALL, have broken the law—“ there is none righteous, no, not one.” 
If any man turns round offended with this charge, and says, that unrighteous- 
ness in him is just a casualty, an accident, not intended; that he was over- 
powered by circumstances which he could not control, overmastered by temp- 
tation which he could not resist, that his wid never was in the transgression, 
that his understanding never approved of it, that his mind- always protested 
against it, that he is therefore more to be pitied than blamed—then the 
Apostle comes forward with another declaration, “there is none that under- 
-standeth.” Men are proud of their understanding, they regard it as a pure 

and perfect chrysolyte ; even when they go the length of allowing that there 
is something the matter with their actions, they still stand up for the in- 
tegrity of their understanding. They say, they never meant anything bad ; 
they never intended anything wrong. Now, if the hands of that clock were 
always pointing wrong, I don’t suppose that any one here would be able to 
believe that the action of the machinery within was perfectly right—and if a 
man’s actions are bad, his heart isnot good! But since men are so proud 
of their understanding, and it is so difficult to bring them to believe that 
there is anything really seriously the matter, observe how the apostle brings 
forward a proof of what he says about the understanding ; “ There is none 
that seeketh after God!’ Why God is “the perfection of beauty”—the 
father mind of the universe; the central point of bliss; the foundation of 
all beatitude ; and if men understood that aright, they would seek after God; 
as sure as the young flower seeks the sun and opening its petals in the morn- 
ing, and turning them towards the sun, asks the sun to kiss them into love- 
liness and grace ; as sure as the needle in the compass seeks for the pole, and 
trembles till it points to it; as sure as the water obeys the influences of the 
moon, and the attractions of the earth, in its ebbing and flowing, so certainly 
would the understanding seek after God if it were not utterly corrupt and 
debased. Then, observe, how the apostle takes up the whole subject of our 
depravity and presents it before us, with an eye that never winks, with a nerve 


that never trembles, and with an eye that never misses, he cuts down upon ~ 


our corruption, through all the coverings that lie about it, all the bandages 
that shroud it, all the enveiopes that conceal it—and cuts down till he comes 
to the core, and proves that man is tainted at the core, corrupt all over, all 
round, all aiotigtt So to speak, he says and shows, that all the organs, and 
all the tissues of a man’s moral nature are involved in the general condemna- 
tion; the lips, the eyes, the tongue, the throat, the head, the feet; “the 
throat is an open sepulchre ;’”’ “with the tongue they have used deceit ;” 
“the poison of asps is under the lip;’’ “the mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness 7? “the feet are swift to shed blood ;”’ “destruction and misery are 
in their path, and the way of peace they have not known ;” “ there is no fear 
of God before their eyes.” 

And then after this wonderfully minute, vivid, graphic, all-comprehensive 
description of our depravity, he draws this sweeping inference—“ Now we 
know that whatsoever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law.” 
That takes us in; that includes ourselves—“that every mouth may be 
stopped.” What, do you plead your innocence? Do you offer some pallia- 
tion? “That every mouth may be stopped!’ Do you offer some excuse ? 
You may be good in your own eyes; you may be good in the eyes of some of 
your fellow men around you ; but what the apostle affirms with all the weight 
of apostolical authority, is, that “ the whole world is guilty before God.” 

Now then, observe, how the apostle comes forward afterwards and an- 
nounces the way of righteousness just like the eagle darting from its eyry in 
the cliff, and flying right in the face of the sun, there dip his wing, stretch 
his pinion, fire his eye; and away goes the apostle to eommunicate a new 
fethiod of righteousness, a divine plan of justification, “ But now,” says he, 
“the righteousness of God without the law is manifest, being witnessed by 
the law and the prophets ; even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; for there is no difference,” Ma 
God bless his word. “O earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord!’ « Faith 
comes by hearing.” 
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Weare met in a place, not our usual place of gathering, for sacred and 
evangelical purposes; but why should we not meet here? Iam unspeakably 
happy to meet so many in the flesh and in the Lord; I am happy to greet 
such a multitude gathered together from the provinces—brethren in the flesh, 
and in the Lord. We welcome you; we hail you; for you are our brethren. 

I would avail myself of this rare opportunity to preach the gospel to you. 
There is only one gospel. There is only one sun in the firmament, and we 
don’t want another sun in nature. God forbid that we should have another 
sun—it would burn us all up; but nature will need another sun before the 
church will need another Christ! ‘ One is your Master, even Christ, and alk 
ye are brethren.” “Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied on you all, from 
God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Our topic is justification, the righteousness of God, “ Even the righteous- 
ness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 
believe ; for there is no difference.’”’ We shall notice— | 

J. Tur NATURE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS BROUGHT TO US BY THE GOSPEL. 

II. THe METHOD OF ITS APPLICATION. 

III. Irs UNIVERSAL APPLICATION. . 

Consider what I say; and if the Holy Ghost shall be pleased to carry 
home to your co-sciences what I should say to you, it will be like a fire, and 
it will burn up all the briars and thorns that are setting in array against the 
truth. May the Holy Ghost descend on the preacher*and on the hearer. 

I. We have to consider THE NATURE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS BROUGHT 
TO US BY THE .GosPEL—the righteousness itself, here called “ the rizhteous« 
ness of God.’ This isa phrase, as used in the writings of the apostle Paul, 
which has two significations—the justice of God, and conformity tolaw. It 
cannot here mean the justice of God, because it is not true, either historically 
or theologically to say of the justice of God that it istuponaman. When 
Paul says, therefore, that the righteousness of God is “upon” a man, it is 
not the justice of God that is intended. It must mean then, conformity to 
law ; provided for,and brought about by a special arrangement of the Pro- 
vidence of God, and therefore it is called “the righteousness of God.’ In 
his epistles you find that the apostle makes mention of two sorts of confor- 
mity to law ; the one fancied, the other real; the one pharisaical, the other 
evangelical; the one ours, the other God’s. In the ninth chapter of this 
epistle, he says, “ What shall we say then: that the Gentiles which followed 
not after righteousness have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness 
which is of faith. But Israel which followed after the law of righteousness 
hath not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? because they 
sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.’ In the 
beginning of the next chapter we have a passage constructed in the same 
manner. He says, “ Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved. For I bear them record that they have a eel 


’ of God, but not according to knowledge, for they being ignorant of God’s 


righteousness”’—there is one righteousness—“ and going aboy : 

their own righteousness’’—there is another righteousness han pai 
mitted themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the ip : 
the law’’—that is, the scope of the law—“ For righteousness, to away 4 
that believeth.” And there is just one passage more which I will reataite 
you. Paul says, “I count all things but loss, that 1 may win Christ a .2 
found in him, not having mine own righteousness Wwhigh' seacthies eee : e 
that which is through the faith of Christ, even the righteousness which ut 
God by faith.” I know not how these passages may strike you but ree of 
strike me on this wise—the object of the apostle in constructing ie ey 
tences, clearly is to drive us out of one righteousness, and shut us peer oc 
another. Then what is the righteousness of God? What is the m tte p to 
it? Isitfaith? I am asked by some one; is it faith ; for as maNal er of 
some of these passages it is called the righteousness of faith 2 aa ite, 
in no wise; no account. Faith is an act of man’s own mind wheuaee he 
righteousness of God is on a man-—faith is the travellj * seme 


emptiness to meet the Saviour’s fulness ; the Saviour’s fulness is one thing; 
87 ; 


ng forth of a sinner’s. 


£2 eee Wer 424. ~<> 2s eee. ~~ P+ . 


; THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 


and the sinner’s emptiness going forth to meet him is another thing. Faith and 
the righteousness of God are not identical, for the text says, “it is on him.” 
Iam asked by some, if these good works which flow from the exercise of 
faith, in the Divine influence on the believng man, are the righteousness of 
God? I answer no! and I give this answer to this question for the same 
reason that I gave it to the other question—these good works are ours, just as 
the fruits gathered from the soil are called the fruits of the earth ; they are 
the product of the influence of the sun, and rain, and dew, and a million 
atmospheric influences aeting on the tree and the soil, and the fruits produced 
upon the tree are called the fruits of the earth ; so those good works which 
are produced in the exercise of faith, as the result of a Divine influence on 
the believing man, are the man’s, and he will be judged according to them at 
the last day ; but righteousness is not man’s, it is God’s. Besides, Iam not | 
aware that these good works are absolutely perfect, and to be accepted by 
God they must be really and absolutely perfect. But if for argument sake I 
were to allow that they are so, I am met by the question, what is to be done 
with that black cloud of the sinner’s past trangressions,—that thunder cloud 
which is hanging over him, charged with electricity, fringed with lightning, 
and ready, at any moment, to burst on the sinner’s head ? Enough, enough ; 
I feel it is enough ; the righteousness is not ours, it is the righteousness of 
God. When God sent forth his Son into the world, made of a woman, made 
under the law, it was that he might take every precept of the law of God, 
and fullfil it, illustrate it, exemplify it, and he could say, and he did say, 
aero of you convinceth me of sin?’ “Sin is the transgression of the 
aw. . 
But observe, the same necessity that led him to remain under the precept 
of the law, also compelled him to be under the penalty of the law ; for the 
Jaw under which he was made, was not a law simply ; it was a broken law, a 
dishonoured law, and a law claiming and demanding satisfaction. When the 
Son of God was made of a woman, and made under the law, there was heard 
the most awful voice that ever was heard in the universe yet, “ Awake, O 
sword, against the man that is my fellow, and smite the shepherd’’—smite 
him!! When there was a man in the world that was Jehovah’s fellow there 
was some one who could magnify the law, in smiting whom justice could 
obtain its demands, The sword of justice smote him, struck him, cut him! 
Lhe sword of justice had a commission to smite the man that was Jehovah’s 
fellow ; it smote him in Bethlehem ; it smote him all along the highway of 
his life, even to Calvary. On Calvary the strokes of the sword fell heavy ; 
the glances of that sword then darkened the sun ; the strokes of the sword 
shag earth, shook hell ; it kept smiting and smiting the man that was God’s 
fellow, till at last he cried, “It is finished.” Then the sword fell down at the 
foot of the cross, hushed, lulled, pacified ; and it lay there till the third hal- 
lowed morning, when it was found changed into a sceptre of mercy ; and that 
sceptre of mercy has been waving among mankind ever since, and it is waving 
now ; it is waving in this assembly ; it is so waving here that any one may 
stretch the hand, and touch the-sceptre, and whoever touches it shall live, 
and may live for ever. 

The apostle says, “ Even the righteous of God,” as much as if he had said, 
and what a righteousness! “Even the righteousness of God!’ What a 
complete righteousness! What a perfect righteousness! It must be com- 
plete, it must be perfect! It is the doing of the Lord our God ! What a 
glorious righteousness it is! Sinner, get it on! get it on! the being clothed 
with it, it shall hide all your abominations and loathsomeness, and you shall 
become lovely in the eye of God himself. He will see no spot in you! no 
spot of guilt remaining— 

** While Jesus’ blood through earth and sky, 
' Mercy, free, boundless mercy cry.”’ 
With this righteousness on there is not an angel from heaven moving on in 
the universe on some errands of benevolence and kindness, that would not, if 
he met you, stop and say, All hail! thou‘art highly favoured of the Lord ! 
* Eiven the righteousness of God.” What a righteousness! It is an ever: 
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lasting righteousness. I like something that will last. Something. that will 
not wear out. When God made the soul ‘he made it to last. He wrote 
upon it-—“ I made this to last.” The sun will not last! The moon will not 
last! The solar system will not last! Art the stars will flee away ; but 
this shall last : the soul will last, and when Christ made his righteousness, he 
made it to last. My fellow sinners, get it on; wear it! fold it well about 


you when you go down into the swellings of Jordan; and then, all that 


{ have to say is, you will be righteous to all eternity. “Even the righteous- 
ness of God.” . ; 

And now let me ring the chimes in your ears; let me fetch up some 
chrystals out of the cabinet which contains this glorious truth. “ ‘This is 
the name, whereby he shall be called, the Lord our righteousness.” “ Lift 
up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath, for the 
heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like 
a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner, but my sal- 
vation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall never be abolished.” 


Surely shall one say, “in the Lord have I righteousness and strength, 


and in the Lord shall all Israel be justified.” “Christ is made into us for 
wisdom, for righteousness, for sanctification, and for redemption.” Have 
you got this righteousness? Have your eyes seen this salvation? Or are 
you drivelling life away in attempts to make a righteousness of _your own ? 
This you may attempt, but you can never succeed. As well might you at- 
tempt to walk the starry firmament of heaven with your clayey feet; as well 
might you attempt to raise the ruined Archangel from the bottomless pit, 
and wipe the brand off his brow with a single move of your hand, as attempt 
to makea righteousness of your own ; it is the righteousness of God. 

If. THE METHOD OF ITS APPLICATION. | 

“}iven the righteousness of God, which is by faith of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto all, and upon all them that believe.’’ As far as the offer of a righteous- 
ness is concerned, it is universal—“ unto all.” Be you who you may, or 


what you may, come from whence you may, let your name or condition be. 


what they may—the offer of this righteousness comes to you. It comes to 
one as much as to another. Be you the fairest Pharisee that ever walked in 
the light of his own eyes, or the foulest profligate reeking out of hell—be you 
a fifty pence debtor or a five hundred pence debtor, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond or free—this righteousness comes as much to you as to any one else, 
It is “unto all.’ Hear the tidings contained in the charter given to recu-. 
late the distribution and circulation of the gospel. “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” ‘Till that charter igs torn u 
by him who gave it—till these words are cut out of the book by him that put 
them iuto it—I shall offer this righteousness to every one of you. It is “unto 
all’ No man on earth, no devil from hell, no angel trom heaven, shall 
hinder me telling you, oh! sinner, that there is righteousness for you ! ; Look 
this way! The white flag waves, and the silver trumpet sounds, and the 
note of invitation is given—* Ho! every one, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye unto the waters.” ‘abe : 
But while the offer is thus unrestricted, the application of 
is to them that believe. Now do not look to me for a philos 
of the meaning, or a metaphysical account of what is inclu 
“ Believing” is a simple term, a simple term is a term expressing a simple 
idea; anda simple idea is an idea which is as plain at first, as it is at last. It 
is an idea which is so plain at first, that if you try to make it plainer } 
heaping up a number of words and a quantity of philosophy, you “ dankes 
counsel’ and mystify the subject. It is an idea seen at first as clearly ag at 
last ; therefore, if [do not attempt any metaphysical or philosophical definition 
of believing, it is because such attempts on the part of learned men have 
often rather Le an at all BS auaed he ee Iw ; 
“ Do vou belive? T a s the question. e' it gOround and circulate ; 
you! Dost thou believe on the Son of God? I am afraid that abisee' ere 
some here who are so far from believing for a righteousness, that they have 
never ye. felt their need of a righteousness. “If we Say we have no sin 
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we deceive ourselves,” but “if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins.” 

Come, then, fellow sinner. Bring out your sin and confess it to God, and 
he will bring out his righteousness. Bring it out as Cranmer brought out his 
hand which in a moment of great bodily weakness, mental depression, storm 
persecution, and strong temptation, signed away his faith—that hand which 
afterwards signed also a recantation of his recantation, and an abjuration of 
his abjuration ; and when he had recanted his recantation and abjured his — 
abjuration, the enemies of the truth brought him to the stake, when, before 
the flames had singed his hoary locks he held out his right hand, exclaiming, 
“This is it! This is the hand that signed! This is the hand that sinned! 
And,” (thrusting it into the flames,) “ let it perish first !’ My fellow sinner, 
bring out your sin and Christ will bring out his righteousness. Comea little 
nearer! Come as near to him as the celebrated woman mentioned in the 
gospel did, who wept so that she washed his feet with her tears and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. Yes! she brought tears and ointment; but 
neither of these brought her salvation. Her penitence brought the tears, 
and her zeal brought the ointment ; but neither of these saved her. It was 
her faith that saved her! To put it asthe Puritans would put it—to use their 
quaint mode of expression—when repentance comes to God, it comes with a 
big gushing tear ; when patience comes with its broad back it bears a heavy 
burden ; when zeal comes it comes with a flaming revenge ; but when faith 
comes it appears with an empty hand to get all, take all, and carry all away. 
Lord, increase our faith ! 

Now, then, do you believe? The Lord help your unbelief! If you have 
believed then you have’ experienced what the Apostle Paul calls, “the peace 
of believing.” Ah! there is no peace like that, just as there is no sweetness 
like the sweetness of the honeycomb. There are doubtless many sweet sub- 
stances beside honey, but nothing is so sweet asit is. Why? Because the 
little laborious bee all the live long summer is kissing and collecting from 
every flower its sweetness as it opens to the summer’s sun on the mountain’s 
side, or in the stretching glen ; and after the labourer has kissed, collected, 
and collocated all the sweetness from thousands and tens of thousands of 
flowers, it mixes all up in its little laboratory,and the product is that sweetest 
of all sweet things—honey ; and just because the honey is so very sweet, be- 
cause it is made in that particular way, so the “peace of believing” is so 
very precious because Christ has made it in his way. By the blood of the 
cross he obtained and procured it for us, and then handed it over to us by a 
deed of formal consignment, saying, “ Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you.” 

What peace is this? Why, it is the very peace of God, which it is said, 
“ passeth all understanding,” I cannot describe to you how profound it is, or 
how rich it is ; I can merely say that it is the very opposite of the wretched- 
ness of the unbeliever; and if you ask me to describe that wretchedness— 
how am I todo it? There is a description in the gospel of a man who was 

ossessed with a demon, and who cut himself with knives and stones, and, 
in company with other demons, horrible and execrable as himself, he spent 
his nights amidst the tombs. That isa picture of wretchedness, than which 
I know none more consummate and finished. The explanation of that is, the 
fiend in him boasted of himself that he was no common fiend; he said his 
name was “ Legion.” Just as the wretchedness of this man was so deep and 
consummate because it was no common fiend that possessed him, so is the 
peace of the believer a profound peace because the name of its author is no 
common name. Just as all the flower is in the bud, just as all the day is in 
the dawn, just as all the child is in the man s0 all peace is included in the 
peace of believing—peace with God and with conscience, peace on earth and 
in heaven ; and all sorts of peace are in the peace of believing ! es 

Now, then, I have merely to show you, for a moment, how believing in 
Christ for a righteousness ensures conformity to law. “ Do we make void 
the law through faith? God forbid ; we establish the law. Here I will 
make use of a supposition, by way of illustration, which nothing but a miracle 
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could enable you to realize. Supposea man saw the law of God, and brouglit 
all his faculties but one to bear upon it. Suppose this faculty for a time was 
completely taken out of him and put behind a curtain on this side of which 
he is sitting with the law of God before his eyes. It is man’s recollectedness 
of his violation of this law that I purpose to deprive him of, and place behind 
the curtain. Bereft of this, how he gazes with admiration on the beauty and 
glory of God’s law, exclaiming, “how worthy is the lawgiver.” Suppose 
another man beholding this one looking on that most holy thing the law of 
God, which he has so openly and repeatedly violated, in this way. The 
spectator perceives that this poor man sees only half the truth, and that if 
this curtain were cut away, the whole truth would confront him. Secs 
this, you strive to approach and lift the veil. But you fear that you may do 
it so widely, indelicately, and incautiously, that ten thousand to one that when 
the reality came rushing on the poor man—that he was cursed by the law,— 
he would dash it down and fly away in despair, and become as the monster of 
malevolence to whom we have referred. But if you call on your fellow m en, 
what can they do? They are just as powerless as you are. If you called 
upon an angel, with his soft, quiet, delicate hand, what can he do? Me cannot 
absolve him. It may be, moreover, that that angel is the very being whose 
business it is to summon this man to the solemn judgment. In this sore 
dilemma you fall down upon your knees, and exclaim) “Thou, and thou alone 
oh! Jesus canst do this! Thou wilt perform it wisely, delicately, tenderly, 
and mercifully. Thou, and thou alone canst perform it with a due considera, 
tion of all the consequences ; thou alone mayest lift the veil, for with that 
self-same hand with which thou unveilest his guilt thou wilt point him to 

ardon through thy bleeding side.” What effect has the law of God upon 
Pind now? Does he dash it down and fly away from it? No! « Oh, how I 
love thy law,’ he says, and then comes sanctification, justific 


. ; : ation, and 
righteousness—* Kven the righteousness of God which is by faith of Siecer 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe ; for there is no difference,” 


III. THE UNIVERSAL APPLICATION. 

I pass on now to make some application of what has been said for « there 
is no difference.” “No difference!’ I apply this first in 
the necessity which lies on every one of you to obtain the 
God. Oh! my fellow-sinner, if you are without it, you are 
every ioment ; and if you die without if, you are lost and un 
Do not turn round upon me and say, it is very unreasonable on my part to 
insist upon it, that every man shall stand side by side on the same platform 
for a righteousness—that*all shall take exactly the same ground for this 
righteousness. Why? There is “no difference ;” “all have sinned and com 
short of the glory of God; there is none righteous, no, not one :” and if 
there is no difference in the disease, why should there be any differene te 
the remedy? Some may sin oftener than others, and in a manner at i: ga 
more provoking to God, and more injurious to society ; but there is no re ae 
essential difference. I know that ten thousand sins will sink a sinner d . 
into hell than one sin ; but I also know that one sin is ag Sufficient to ates 
yaan into hell as a million, though not so deep. ave we not had sarnrhe 
experience of the effects. of one sin ? Take the case of A am. It was ~ ‘i 
the ten thousand sins which followed the first, but that alone which rui od 
the race. That one sin did it all—dashing the ship on the rock ; that n 
transaction made bankrupt the entire human family, and « There ae 
difference. } 

me down then, my fellow sinner, from your fancied Gat. 

send by the side of the chief of sinners, and cry, « God be mereifur? ned 
a sinner,” for there is no differeuce in the encoura o me 


directing you to 
righteousness of 
living in peril 
done for ever ! 


; gement hel ‘ 
Why stand ye afar off? Draw nigh. Youare as welcome to The cea 
as any one who ever partook of it. Noah found it, Davi essing 


described it, 

Ome than you are ; 

€l, and put off his 

ter, and washed the 

lled not with water, 
AL 


Paul experienced it; but these men were not more welc 
és a ee is no difference.” Christ called for a tow 
upper garment, girded himself with the towel, took wa 
feet of his disciples. He is here now, but his basin jg Pa 


ma 
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THE RIGUTEOUSNESS OF GOD. 


but with blood, and he is going round from row to row, and-from individual 
to individual, through the mouth of his servant, offering to cleanse you all 
by his blood. Do you say you never can be clean? He says, * Let metry. 
Let me wash thee. My blood cleanseth from all unrighteousness. W hat, if 
thy sins are as scarlet, they shall be white as snow ; and though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be white as wool. Let me wash thee ;’ There is 
no difference. Don’t stand trembling there. Draw near! Itis “unto all, 


and upon all them that believe’. The only difference is between the believe 


and unbeliever. 

What makes yon tremble sinner? Is the hawk abroad? Have you caught 
a glimpse of his fiery eye, of his sharp talons, and of his beak whetted for 
destruction? Once a little bird was perched on a tree in a gentleman’s gar- 
den, a large fierce hawk perceived and pursned it from bough to bough, and 
from tree to tree, till at length the poor little terrified thing was almost 
overtaken and fled, as a last resort, to the bosom of the gentleman who was 
observing it. There it was safe from the talons of the hawk. Now, sinner, 
the hawk of justice is abroad after you! Fly! Fly! Come! “Qh? 
Whither? Whither? There is no refuge in earth or heaven.” Yes, there 
is. Escape to the Saviour’s bleeding side. He is waiting to take you in, and 
make you clean. Come to him exclaiming— 


** Rock of ages cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee !”’ 


In conclusion, let me say first, how thankful I am to have such a gospel as 
this to preach! I preach it with delight to perishing sinners. Oh? how ad- 
mirably it suits their case! How exactly it accommodates itself to all their 
helplessness and vileness! Does music suit the ear, entering into the cavity, 
flowing along the channels reaching to the brain, and acting thence upon the 
soul—does music fit the ear? Does light fit the eye—coming off from the 
body of the sun, passing over objects in its way, entering the eye, acting 
through the brain upon the soul? How beautifully the light fits the eye. 
Does the key fit the lock, turning its wards, shooting its bolts, and removing 
all obstructions? Musie does not fit the ear, the light does fit the eye, the 
key does not fit the lock, so well as the gospel fits the sinner, It-so precisely 
meets his case. It is all he wants. I preach this gospel with pleasure. It 
18 good tidings, and I announce them with joy. I publish them with delight. 
Mine is the white flag. Mineis not the solemn trumpet of brass, but the silver 
trumpet of the glorious gospel. 

Let us take care that we do not imitate the Jewsin going about to establish 
our Own righteousness, Don’t you carry on that controversy any longer with 
your Maker. It was carried on by the Jews, and kept up by them generation 
after generation. Don’t you keep it up and carry it on. Give up. Submit 
to establish the righteousness of God, which is Christ the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth. How thankful am I that I have 
such a method of righteousness to make known to you to-day! My tongue 
has described it, and with its faltering accents has told you of the righteous- 
ness of God. Accept, receive, embrace it! Itis the power of God to every 
one that believeth, and shall we not communicate it to others? What’! 
Shall we have this medicine of life, and not hand it to others? Hold forth 
‘the word of life! Tell of the way of salvation! When I cease to speak of 
this righteousness may my- ministerial tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, 
and when I forget to proclaim it, may my right hand forget her cunning 
I have no gospel but this; there is none other; and he that believeth not 
shall be damned. | 

May Ged bless his word. Amen. 


"7n9TA rT ON ATTN. TA arAtarrr7icr Ln armnsrrmeamardacn« florea + Arr 


"7988 "Pp9 SE ‘S[OA WI pune 82.1t,7 ATUIVOW "BOAT ATYOOAA TT 9 & Ber ertarior 


